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Year 10 is an exciting year.  
 
In Year 10 at Gilmore Girls College you have a chance to explore 
the world, a chance to investigate possible career futures, a chance 
to see more of the community and learn more about where you fit 
into the world.  It is a year of exploration where we encourage you 
to look beyond yourself to see what else is out there in the world 
for you to discover. 

 
In Year 10 you select your own subjects so that you can follow your strengths and begin your Senior 
school program that will take you through your VCE or other Senior school pathway. We offer 
subjects from across all of the Key Learning Areas, some which will be familiar to you from your  
Junior School studies and some subjects that will be new. Read the subject descriptions carefully, 
talk to your teachers and think about what interests you. 
 
In Year 10 we run two highly successful programs that take you beyond the College - the City 
School and Work Experience programs. Details of both programs are on page 4. 
 
In 2008 we will further support your exploration of the world through the creation of a new 
compulsory unit, The World Around Us. This unit aims to provide each student with a supported 
transition program, a variety of learning opportunities that encourage you to look around your world 
and discover some of what it has to offer you and what you have to offer it. For more details on this 
subject, please turn to page number 5. 
 
We are proud of our Year 10 program here at Gilmore Girls College. We believe that it is 
challenging, engaging and offers you a taste of what you can expect in VCE and beyond. 
  

We welcome you to Year 10 at Gilmore Girls College in 2008.  
Together we can make it a year to remember. 
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Year 10 is based on an elective system, with each unit running for a semester. You study six units 
each semester, as well as your Managed Individual Pathways (MIPS) and an elective in the 
Leadership Program.  
 
There are some compulsory subjects that you must study: 
 

�  You must study 2 units of English –core English or ESL in Semester 1 and 
an English elective or ESL in Semester 2.  

�  You must study at least one unit of Maths – either Maths for Life or 
Everyday Maths 

�  You must study The World Around Us in Semester 1 
 

Then you select the rest of your program by: 
 

�  Choosing subjects from at least 4 of the other Learning Areas (Science, Humanities, 
Technology, Art, Health and Physical Education, Language).  

 
This means that you have subjects from 6 learning areas (when you add in English and Maths). This 
gives you a broad base of subjects. Then you complete your program by choosing the remaining 4 
units from any Learning Area. 
 
Please note: some subjects have an elective levy and students need to pay a deposit when enrolling 
in the subject and pay the full amount by the end of the first week of the semester. If this levy has 
not been paid the student will be enrolled in an alternative class. 
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Students who are very strong in a particular area of study may be able to accelerate their learning by 
selecting a VCE subject in Year 10. Students undertaking VCE study will replace 2 of their Year 10 
units with Unit 1 and Unit 2 of the VCE subject. This will replace your selection within that 
Learning Area. We are offering one VCE subject exclusively for Year 10 students. VCE Unit 1 
Sociology - Youth is designed for students seeking a general extension and an introduction into 
VCE. This is a one unit course and may appeal to students who would like a taste of VCE.  
 
Students considering accelerating, including Sociology, will need to: 
 

�  Discuss their plan with their Team Teachers prior to course counselling 
�  Borrow a Senior School Course Handbook from the Library to read about the subjects 
�  Confirm their interest through their subject selection sheet, which will indicate which 

subject you are interested in studying 
�  Students will then need to seek individual recommendations from their team teacher 

and the VCE subject teacher to state that you are able to complete an accelerated 
learning pathway 

 
Subject choices will then be considered with our whole school program, such as timetabling and 
subject selections of other students.  Writing down your selection DOES NOT guarantee you a 
position within a VCE class. You will be notified of your success, or otherwise, in due course. 
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Managing Individual Pathways (MIPS) 
 
This program runs for one period each week and focuses on ensuring that each student 
in on the appropriate pathway for their future. You complete a range of activities that help you to 
think about your strengths, weaknesses and options.  You will also work with your MIPS teacher to 
monitor your attendance and your academic progress across the year. 
 
Leadership Program 
 
This program is associated with MIPS and you will be in the same class for MIPS and your 
Leadership elective. For one period a week you get the chance to choose an elective for the whole 
year. Each of these electives is based around giving you a challenging and exciting opportunity to 
build your skills and strengthen you leadership potential. There are three strands on offer: 
 
ADVANCE:  This is a Victorian Government initiative. You will do a range of activities, including 
environmental work in parks, planning and carrying out two expeditions, getting your first as 
qualifications and learning about careers and opportunities in the environmental field. This includes 
learning new skills and physical recreation activities. 
 

PERFORMANCE:  The main focus of this group will be to plan, organise and 
deliver some sort of large scale performance. This could be supporting and 

developing a large school performance. You may have an interest in performing, 
such as singing, dancing or acting, or you may be interested in behind-the-scene 

work, such as script writing, costume or set design 
 

COMMUNITY:  This group will be involved in a series of projects, both 
inside and outside the school. This could involve fund raising, community work, mentoring younger 
students in activities such as sport, debating, recycling, Harmony Day or a new activity. The class 
will negotiate with their teacher the projects that they run. 
 
City School Program 
 
You will go into the city every day for a week to the Education Foundation’s City 
Centre. You will then go on a number of visits to Melbourne’s landmarks, hear 
guest speakers and do a range of activities to get to know the city better. In groups 
you will then choose a topic to investigate and carry out a research project based 
around the city. The following week, back at school, you will work with your 
group on your project and put together a presentation on your investigation, This will 
be a major assessment task for all Year 10 students in The World Around Us. 
 
Work Experience 
 
All Year 10 students do two weeks of work experience. You can choose the same placement for two 
weeks or try a week at two different places. You will get support with working out the type of work 
that will suit you but you need to find the placement yourself. Start thinking now – Work experience 
will be held in term 3, 2008. 
 
Exams 
As part of the transition from Junior school to VCE all Year 10 subjects will have an exam as part of 
the assessment program. Exams will be held at the end of each semester.  
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There are many aspects of your schooling that change as you enter Year 10 – you are no longer with 
the same class for most of your subjects, you no longer have team teachers with you for 60% of the 
week, you have greater responsibility in selecting your classes, you have greater opportunities to 
study what you want to. 
 
We want to make sure that you are supported through this transition, that you have time and space to 
learn some of the skills essential for success in Senior school and that you have a subject that 
challenges you while preparing you for your pathway, be it VCE, VET, VCAL, TAFE, University or 
employment. 
 

In 2007 we reviewed our Year 10 program. One of the strongest 
recommendations was for the creation of a compulsory subject for all year 10 
students to support and facilitate your transition from Year 9 into Year 10.  
 
The World Around Us is that subject.  
 
The naming of the subject is clear – we want you to study the world around 
you.  

 
Part of that world is the world of learning at Gilmore. Through this subject we will help you to 
prepare for your first exams, refine your study skills and support you in developing your homework 
habits. We will provide opportunities for you to learn more about yourself as a learner. This will 
help you to become the best student you can be. 
 
Another part of the world around you is the city of Melbourne. Developing a better understanding of 
the city is vital as we are so close to the city and yet how many of you really know it well? You will 
prepare for City School during this class and develop and present your group’s findings. This will be 
one of the assessment tasks for this subject in 2008.  
 
We will also provide you with the chance to explore the worlds of work as you prepare for your 
Work Experience placement. You will complete your Occupational Health and Safety modules prior 
to your placement as well as spending time investigating what careers you would like to taste 
through your work experience.  You will also have time to look at vocational education pathways. 
 
Finally we aim to help you explore the parts of the world that you are interested in by offering you a 
taste of a range of other topics and activities. Students will negotiate with their teachers and plan, 
participate and deliver (as appropriate) workshops on a range of topics including being healthy, 
societal issues such as drugs and safety, being an active citizen and goal setting.  
 
Students will have the opportunity to further develop their skills in a number of areas including 
communication, time management, team work and goal setting. They will learn about a variety of 
worlds – the academic world, the physical world, the world of employment and further education. 
 
In addition they will be supported into the Senior School through the completion of The World 
Around Us in Semester 1, which will run in conjunction with the MIPS program and the Leadership 
electives. In Semester 2 students will maintain their MIPS and Leadership elective.  
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When you are choosing your subjects there are a variety of things you need to think about: 
 
 

�  What are your strengths? 
�  What do you enjoy?  
�  What challenges you? 
�  What are you not interested in? 
�  What pathway – university, TAFE, employment – might you 

want to take in the future? 
�  Have you left lots of options open and not cut off any possible 

pathway? 
�  Are you ready to accelerate into a VCE subject? 

 
 
 
Then there are things that you need to do: 
 

�  Do talk to your parents and families to help you work out the best program for you 
�  Do borrow a Job Guide or a VTAC Guide (that details every TAFE and University course in 

Victoria) 
�  Do read your Year 10 reports as a guide for your future course 
�  Do talk to your teachers about possible courses and their recommendations and ideas 

 
There are also a few things not to do: 
 

�  Do not select subjects because your friends are doing them 
�  Do not rush the process and hand in a selection sheet without thinking about your choices 
�  Do not select subjects because you think you should 
 

Once you have done the thinking, you will do the selecting: 
 
In Week 1 Term 4 you will participate in an activity that will refresh your memory about all of the 
information within this handbook. 
 
Then later in Week 1 Term 4 you will have an individual interview time with one of your team 
teachers where you discuss your ideas and develop a plan. 
 
You will then have a few days to ask questions, seek advice from teachers, ask for recommendations 
for VCE accelerations. 
 
Then you will submit your subject selection sheet.  
 
Once these have been collected and processed students will be 
advised of their Year 10 courses.  
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Gilmore Girls College expects that all students will follow the regulations of the school.  The 
Senior School seeks to promote a culture in which students take responsibility for their own 
learning and discipline.  Therefore, students are urged to familiarise themselves with the 
rules and procedures below.  Consistent refusal to comply with these will result in exclusion 
from the school. 

Uniform  
Uniform is compulsory at Gilmore Girls College for all students.  
The School Uniform Guide may be obtained from the school.  
School shirts, jumpers, navy pants and black shoes are the 
minimum requirement.  Failure to comply with this rule will result 
in detention and students being sent home to return in uniform.  
Students with financial problems can apply to the Student Welfare 
Coordinator for help. 
 
Attendance 

It is expected that all students will attend all timetabled classes. Absences from class will 
have a serious consequence for the satisfactory completion of VCE and Year 10 units.  Less 
than 90% attendance without a medical certificate or other legal document will result in a fail 
in that subject.   Students must bring a note from their guardian or parent when absent.  In 
cases where students live independently, they must discuss the situation with their 
Coordinator.  Students who become ill at school may get permission to go home from their 
Coordinator or the Student Welfare Coordinator.  No student should leave the school without 
permission at any time during the school hours. 
 
Smoking, drinking and other drugs of addiction 
These are prohibited for all students at school and in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
school.  Students found using or in possession of these will be severely dealt with by a range 
of consequences from suspension to police involvement. 
 
Teacher Absences 
Year 10 classes are allocated another teacher if the class teacher is absent.  
 
Late arrivals 
Students are expected to arrive at school by 8.30 am.  Repeated lateness 
to class will result in detention, and in VCE, may lead to exclusion 
from the class.  This may jeopardise a pass in that subject.  If a student 
continues to be late, a suspension will occur. 
 
Mobile Phones, Music Players and Valuables 
The school requests that students do not bring these to school. The school takes no 
responsibility for their security.  Mobile phones, MP3 players, ipods etc are not to be used at 
school. The actions to be taken are set out in the school’s Mobile Phone Policy. Students 
may receive urgent messages from family via the general office. 

�
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Being in Year 10 at Gilmore Girls College means that you have access to a wide range of services.  
 
  
 

Orientation Programs 
Orientation programs are conducted at the end of each year for the following year 
for  all senior students. These programs enable students to gain some familiarity 
with the requirements of the year ahead and to enhance study skills. Guest 
speakers and staff presenters assist with this process. There will be a new 
Orientation program at the end of Year 9. It is a compulsory activity for 
students enrolled in 2008. 
 
 

Career and Course Advice 
Students in Years 9, 10, 11 and 12 are counselled individually about subject selections.  Guest 
speakers and tertiary campus visits are arranged to provide information to students throughout the 
year.  An information night for parents of VCE students will be held in August, and one for parents 
of Year 10 students will be held in September each year. 
 
 
 

Senior Forum 
The Senior Forum is the student representative body for the senior school. It has representatives at 
each year level elected by each home group.  Senior Forum meets regularly to present student 
concerns, raise money for causes, hold events for the whole school and generally give feedback and 
represent student interests in the school community. This is a great leadership opportunity for Year 
10 students to have a say. 
 
 
 

Student Services 
Additional support for senior students comes from the well set up and 
comfortable Student Services Centre. This centre operates at recess and 

lunchtimes. The Student Welfare Coordinator and the Chaplain 
provide counselling and help with personal health problems.  
 

 
 
Resource Centre 
The Resource Centre provides Internet Access, CD ROM multimedia, databases and indexes, 
Microsoft options, printing and scanning facilities. It also has a wide range of books and reference 
materials, including current newspapers and magazines. 
 
 

Assemblies 
Regular Senior school assemblies are held to recognise student success in leadership, academic 
achievement and citizenship. 
 
 
 
Students in Senior School are encouraged to speak with their MIPS teacher, their subject teachers 
and the Senior School Coordinator if they are experiencing any difficulty or are in need of support.  
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 YEAR 10 UNITS 1 & 2 UNITS 3 & 4 

A
R

T
S

 

·  2D Art 
·  3D Art 
·  Photography 
·  Graphics 
·  Drama 
 

·  Art 
·  Drama 
·  Studio Arts – 

Photography 
·  Visual Communication 

& Design 
 

·  Art 
·  Studio Arts – 

Photography 
·  Visual Communication 

& Design 

E
N

G
LI

S
H

 

·  English 
·  ESL 
·  The Writer 
·  Media 
·  Unit 1 Foundation 

English (VCE) 
 

·  English 
·  English Language 
·  ESL 
·  Foundation English 
·  Literature 

·  English 
·  English ESL 
·  Literature 

H
E

A
LT

H
 

&
  P

E
 

·  Body Beautiful 
·  Team Sports 
·  Recreation 
 

·  Health and Human 
Development 

·  Physical Education 

·  Health and Human 
Development 

·  Physical Education 

H
U

M
A

N
IT

IE
S

 ·  History  
·  Law and Order 
·  Dollars and Sense 
·  VCE unit 1 Sociology 
 

·  Accounting 
·  Business Management 
·  History (20th Century) 
·  International Studies 
·  Legal Studies 

·  Business Management 
·  International Studies 
·  Legal Studies 
 

LO
T

E
 

·  Travel (Italian or 
Vietnamese) 

·  Media Communication 
and Commerce (Italian 
or Vietnamese)  

 

·  Italian 
·  Vietnamese 

·  Italian 
·  Vietnamese 

M
A

T
H

S
 

·  Everyday Maths 
·  Maths Applications 
·  Maths for Life 

(Foundation or 
Application) 

 

·  General Maths (Further 
or Advanced) 

·  Maths Methods 
·  Foundation Maths 
 

·  Further Maths 
·  Maths Methods 
·  Specialist Maths 

S
C

IE
N

C
E

 ·  Science 
·  Discovery 
·  Me, Myself and I 
 

·  Biology 
·  Chemistry 
·  Environmental Science 
·  Physics 
·  Psychology 

·  Biology 
·  Chemistry 
·  Physics 
·  Psychology 
 

T
E

C
H

N
O

LO
G

Y
 ·  Food Technology 

·  Design - Fashion  
·  Information 

Applications 
·  Information Systems 
·  Information Solutions 
 

·  Design and 
Technology 
(Fashion/Textiles) 

·  Food and Technology 
·  Information Technology 

·  Design and 
Technology 
(Fashion/Textiles) 

·  Food and Technology 
·  Information Processing 

& Management (IPM) 

�

�
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2D ART ~ The World is Flat, or Is It? 
 

Are you visual, creative or have an interest in art?  If you enjoy expressing yourself 
with painting and drawing then this unit is for you.  Students explore and develop 
skills and ideas using a range of techniques, including drawing, painting, collage and 
pastels.  Their ideas are developed using a thematic approach.  Students will also 

research and write a report on other artists and their work. P.S.  If you don’t think you 
can draw – it doesn’t matter! You might be good at something else. 
 

3D ART – The World is Solid 
 
Are you a creative and 'hands on' type of person?  If you see the world in three dimensions and like 
making things then you will love this unit.  Students will explore and develop skills and ideas in 3D art 
work.  One term explores clay, extending technical skills and ability and using it as a medium for 
expression.  The other term investigates other 3D media including papier mache construction and 
plaster.  Students will also research and report on other artists and their work. 
  
PHOTOGRAPHY – Silver and Pixels     
 
If you see the world through a lens and love expressing yourself in photos, then 
this is your unit.  Students will be able to develop their technical expertise, 
using a range of film and digital cameras and processing their own work.  
They will research photographic themes and subject matter, look at art 
elements in photographic composition and be able to express personal ideas and themes through 
photography.  Students will also learn how to finish and present work and analyse the work of other 
photographers. 
 
 
VISUAL COMMUNICATION 
 
Do you like communicating your ideas and information visually?  In this subject, students solve 
communication and design problems through visual presentations. Students develop and use drawing 
skills, investigate and employ design elements and principles and use graphics techniques and systems in 
order to produce a folio of work that includes both practical and theoretical aspects of the subject.  Some 
of the skills and techniques covered in the course include freehand drawing, rendering, lettering, layout 
design, packaging, architectural drawing, paraline drawing and perspective drawing. 
 
 
DRAMA – The World is a Stage 
 

Do you have theatrical flair?  Are you a drama queen?  Then this unit is for you!  In 
drama, students take part in movement, voice characterisation and concentration 
and improvisation exercises, making up plays and working with scripts.  Students 
write and rehearse material for a group-devised play and take responsibility for 
props, costumes and lighting.  They perform to other groups in the college.  
Students are assessed on their attendance, cooperation, commitment and 
enthusiasm, as well as the degree to which they improved their expressive skills 
and dramatic understanding.  Drama diaries will also be assessed. 
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All Year 10 students must complete at least two units of English in Year 10, 

ENGLISH 
All Students must take this unit in preparation for VCE English. 
This unit will include the following areas: 
Reading and the study of text: Students study a range of texts, including 
literary, media, advertising and vocational.  Students read and reflect on texts, responding critically, 
creatively and orally. 
Craft of writing: Students write in a variety of forms, for different audiences and purposes.  Styles 
of writing may include personal, imaginative, persuasive or informative. 
Effective oral communication: Students develop skills in speaking and listening, including 
presenting ideas and opinions clearly and logically.  Students may engage in formal and informal 
speeches, debates, presentations, discussions and interviews. 
Students will be expected to purchase a small number of texts. 
 
Then you may select one of the following units: 
 
THE WRITER  
 

In this semester course, students practice and develop writing and reading skills. You 
will use models, personal observation and discussion to study and implement 
strategies for effective writing for a wide range of audiences.  Concurrently, you will 

read and experience a range of text types (stories, articles, poems, song lyrics, non-
fiction, biographies and autobiographies, play scripts, films) and develop your critical  
appreciation of and ability to create these as craft and art. 
 

 
MEDIA 
 
Media is an English subject that uses contemporary media as a focus for study.  Students will 
discuss, write about and compose their own song lyrics, analyse current affairs journalism and make 
a study of a short film.  They will also script, write and perform in their own film. 
 
 
VCE UNIT 1 FOUNDATION ENGLISH 
 
Foundation English is especially for students who need additional time and assistance to strengthen 
and refine their literacy skills to support their study in VCE English.  Foundation English 
aims at improving students' skills in comprehending and responding to texts 
and focuses on developing learning strategies and literacy skills. 
 
 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 
 
ESL students will be required to do two units of ESL rather than English. The ESL course is 
based on the English course, with an emphasis on language development and increasing fluency and 
literacy in the English language. Students who have been in Australia for less than seven years are 
eligible for ESL.   
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BODY BEAUTIFUL 
 
If you are interested in looking good and feeling great, this unit is for you!  
Practical topics include weight training for fun and fitness, aerobics, 
boxercise, Pilates, fitness games and gymnastics.  Theory topics include 
fitness training, body image and nutrition and eating disorders. 
This unit involves a small number of excursions at a cost of approximately $5 
each. 
 
 
RECREATION 
 
If you like being active with a leisurely focus, choose this subject!  Practical topics include 
bowling, roller-blading, archery, ice-skating, rock climbing, golf, yoga, bike riding and other 
school based activities.   Theory topics include natural therapies, recreational opportunities, 
stress management and mental health.  
This unit involves a small number of excursions at a cost of approximately $5 each. 
 
 
TEAM SPORTS 
 

If you love to play competitive team games and want to improve your skills, 
you’ll enjoy this unit.  Practical topics include basketball, netball, soccer, 

hockey, lacrosse, tennis, badminton, softball and volleyball.  Theory topics 
include sports injuries, coaching skills and drugs in sport. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

����
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LAW AND ORDER 
 
This subject focuses on how young people interact with different parts of the 
legal system. The course will commence with an examination of why we need 
rules and lawas and consider the institutions that determine them, including 
the Parliament and the Court system. The second part of the course will 
examine a range of important legal issues affecting young people including 
youth crimes, consumer law, dealing with the police, housing and tenancy 
matters, legal rights and responsibilities. 
 
HISTORY 
 
This subject focuses on the main features of society in a variety of regions throughout the world. 
Students are taught key historical concepts, conventions and skills that they will then apply to a 
region of their choice. Students may choose to study the history of ONE of the following: Australia, 
Asia, Africa, Europe or an Arabic region. 
Students will learn skills required for studying history and then apply these skills to a region of their 
choice. 
 

DOLLARS AND SENSE 
 
This subject introduces students to basic personal financial skills and practices. The 

course will assist students in developing skills and awareness of monetary / finalcial 
matters necessary to cope in the modern business world, including an examination of 
personal banking, using credit / smart cards, personal budging, loans, and insurance, 

and basic financial record keeping.  
 
VCE UNIT 1 SOCIOLOGY – Youth 
 
This VCE subject (Unit 1) explores the way Australians think about youth and adolescence as a 
specific group, and the experiences of young people. The first part of the course focuses on the 
characteristics, expectations and values of youth. The second part of the course focuses on the 
experiences of being young. On completion of the unit students should be able to explain the key 
changes influencing youth and how young people are represented in society. This is a VCE unit 
and is only suitable for students who are recommended to accelerate into VCE mended by 
your team teacher.  
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Law and Order 

History 

Dollars and 
Sense 

Legal Studies 

20th Century History 

International Politics 

Economics 

Business Management 

Accounting 



 14 

����
��	����.	��-.���*�����.����
��	����.	��-.���*�����.����
��	����.	��-.���*�����.����
��	����.	��-.���*�����.� ���
2�����������)�	����	�	�

 
It is expected that students will continue in the same language that they studied in Years 7 - 
9. Each of the units provides students with experience in language use for social, personal 
and informational purposes in a cultural and communicative context.  Listening, speaking, 
reading and writing skills are emphasised, with the focus being on the interactive use of the 
language. 
 
 
 

Unit A - TRAVEL  (in Italian or Vietnamese) 
 
This unit encompasses such topics as travellers tales, exploration, a 
famous traveller or explorer, tourism, going overseas, holiday 
activities, using and designing travel brochures, timetables, maps, 
magazine articles and technology to plan a trip.  Assessment is 
based on both oral and written work requirements.  Students will 
attend one excursion per unit to an appropriate venue and relevant 
guest speakers are invited to talk to students.  

A bilingual dictionary in the relevant language will be required. 
 

 
 
Unit B – Media Communication and Commerce (in Italian or Vietnamese)  
 
Part 1: This unit focuses on the means of communication and the media. Students look at the 
vocabulary and language use related to the post office, the radio, television programs, 
newspapers and magazines. Assessment is based on both oral and written work requirements 
eg radio announcement or advertisements. 
 
Part 2: The students study vocabulary and language use related to 
banking and its services eg opening an account, depositing and 
withdrawing money, exchange rates etc. Depending on the language 
they are studying  students compare Italian or Vietnamese business 
culture to the Australian business culture. They study various forms of 
businesses (eg department stores, markets, boutiques, etc) and their 
functions in society. Assessment is based on the oral and written 
work requirements eg role play or filling out a form. 
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EVERYDAY MATHEMATICS 
This unit is designed to provide students with skills in mathematics used in everyday situations.  It 
will cover the following topics: Number: business maths, including percentages and interest 
calculations; Chance and data: statistics, including summarizing data, drawing graphs, calculating 
measures of centre; Algebra: linear functions, including sketching straight line graphs; 
Measurement: Pythagoras theorum, length, area and volume; Reasoning and strategies: problem 
solving and modelling activities and an investigative project.  These will involve the use of 
technology such as computers and graphical calculators.   
Students will require a scientific calculator or graphical calculator (TI-83 recommended).  Students 
intending on following on with Maths Applications in Semester 2 should purchase a graphical 
calculator. 
It is our recommendation that this unit will only prepare students for Unit 1 & 2 Foundation Maths in 
Year 11. (Refer to flowchart) 
 
MATHS APPLICATIONS  
This unit is designed to provide students with skills to be able to use mathematical algorithms and 
extend their mathematical abilities.  It will cover the following topics: Number: exponential notation 
and index laws; Measurement: trigonometry; Chance and data: probability; Algebra: quadratic 
equations, parabolas, quadratic functions; Space: angle properties; Reasoning strategies: problem 
solving, modelling activities and an investigative project.  These will involve the use of technology 
such as computers and graphical calculators. It is recommended that students must have 
satisfactorily completed Everyday Mathematics to be able to enrol in this unit.  
Students will require a graphical calculator (TI-83 recommended) which will be used throughout the 
unit.  This unit along with Everyday Mathematics will prepare students for Unit 1 & 2 General 
Maths and/or Unit 1 &2 Maths Methods. 
 

MATHS FOR LIFE 
This subject is divided into FOUNDATION and APPLICATION. 
This is a subject for people who are not very confident with their maths skills but still 
want to do some Maths in their Year 10 program. It will be theme based, which means 
that topics will be taught in real life contexts. It will involve the maths required for 

everyday life, such as budgeting, travelling, buying a car or signing up to a mobile phone 
contract. This unit is preparation for Year 11 Foundation Maths only. 
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Everyday Mathematics 
 

VCE UNIT 1 & 2 
Foundation Maths 

Maths Applications 

VCE UNIT 1 & 2 
Foundation 

Maths 

VCE UNIT 1 & 2 
Maths Methods 

VCE UNIT 1 & 2 
General Maths 

Further or 
Advanced 

VCE UNIT 3 & 4 
Maths Methods 

VCE UNIT 3 & 4 
Specialist Maths 

VCE UNIT 3 & 4 
Further Maths 

IF YOU ARE A CONFIDENT  
MATHS STUDENT AND WANT 
TO STUDY MATHS METHODS 
IN YEAR 12, SELECT 2 MATHS 
IN  YEAR 10  Maths for Life 

WE SRONGLY RECOMMEND 
THAT IF YOU WISH TO STUDY 
MATHS  IN VCE YOU DISCUSS 
YOUR SELECTION WITH YOUR 
MATHS TEACHER THIS YEAR.  
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SCIENCE 
 
This unit is based around all areas of science including biology, chemistry and physics.  
Topics covered include cells, heredity, atomic structure, forces and motion.  This unit 
provides students with a general background for all VCE Science studies.   
 
ME, MYSELF AND I 
 
This unit is based around the areas of biology and psychology.  It 
looks at issues to do with you, the individual.  The biology 
component investigates the topic of genetics and looks at how 
characteristics are passed on from generation to generation.  It also 
looks at genetic engineering and evolution.  The psychology 
component builds on the heredity versus the environment debate in terms of intelligence and 
personality.  The brain and nervous system are examined in terms of visual perception and 
optical illusions. 
 
SCIENCE AROUND US  
 

In this unit the focus is on chemistry and physics. Topics covered include 
Electronics and Electromagnetism, Materials and Society, and Robolab. 
Students will look at the way electronics are used in everyday appliances 
and use the Robolab program which incorporates Lego. They also look at 

various materials and their uses such as metals and plastics. Students 
undertake a couple of investigation during the course.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is strongly recommended that students wishing to study Physics or Chemistry in VCE should 
take a unit of Science and a unit of Science Around Us. 
 
Students wishing to study Biology or Psychology in VCE should take a unit of Science and a unit of 
Me, Myself and I.
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SCIENCE 
AROUND US 

PHYSICS 

 
SCIENCE 

CHEMISTRY 

ME, MYSELF 
AND I  

 

BIOLOGY 

PSYCHOLOGY 
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
 
This unit provides an excellent grounding and pathway for students 
considering studying Health and Human Development or Food 
Technology at the VCE level.  Students will build upon their knowledge of nutrition and be 
involved in learning about a range of food models, dietary related illnesses and factors 
affecting food choices and meal planning.  Students will learn how to prepare a range of 
interesting and innovative finger foods, soups, main meals and desserts.  Cuisine from 
around the world will be investigated.  A levy to help cover the cost of ingredients is 
compulsory. Protective clothing. ie a cotton apron, is required.  
 
 
 

DESIGN - FASHION AND TEXTILES  
 

In this unit, students will design, produce and evaluate a range of 
clothing and fabric projects. They will investigate the qualities of 

different materials and develop both their technical and design skills, whilst 
exploring areas of personal interest.  Students will also research fashion 

trends and investigate the use and application of textiles. 
 

 
 
INFORMATION APPLICATIONS 
 
This unit of information technology focuses on using the technology process to solve 
information problems using software such as Inspiration, Microsoft Excel, Access and 
FrontPage. Students will learn to use this software efficiently to capture, validate and 
manipulate data to produce a range of information products. Students will also develop skills 
in using equipment such as a digital camera, web camera, digital video and scanner. 
 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
 
This unit of information technology focuses on using the technology process to solve 
information and design problems using programming software such as Microworlds and 
Kahootz.  As part of the course, students will complete numerous small projects that 
incorporate elements such as text, graphics, sound and video using logo programming 
commands and Kahootz. 
 
INFORMATION SOLUTIONS 
This unit of information technology focuses on students using ICT tools for 
creating solutions to problems and for creating information products. 
Students will complete tasks for practical word processing, multimedia, 
computer graphics. Students will also develop an understanding of 
information systems, its users and the effects of new technologies on the 
user. 


